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JUST releASeD 2015 gOlD &
SPECIAL NRA MEMBER OFFER

Order gem Brilliant Uncirculated
2015 $1 Silver American eagles now
By special invitation, you are eligible to
secure some of the earliest releases of 2015
Silver American Eagles from First Fidelity
Reserve.® We expect an overwhelming
response and have secured a substantial but
limited inventory and will be processing all
transactions in the order they are received.

U.S. mint new release
Since 1986, the first year of their issue, the
Silver American Eagle series has established
itself as the most popular series of legal
tender silver coins ever minted in United
States history.  One reason collectors &
investors choose this coin over any other is
because it is backed by the US government
and is guaranteed to weigh one troy ounce.
Secure this new release limit of (5) 2015
Silver American Eagles and call to build a
complete set of Silver American Eagles
beginning in the first year of issue (1986)
to these brand new 2015 silver eagles. 

guaranteed & Backed by
the U.S. government

As our client, this special invitation will help
you secure some of the newest releases of
the 2015 Silver American Eagle pure-fine
silver coins before others have a chance.  Each
2015 Silver American Eagle is guaranteed
and backed by the U.S. Government to be
1 FULL OZ of 99.9% pure fine silver and in
brilliant uncirculated condition.  

Strictly limited inventory Offer
With the potential for sales halts from
the U.S. Mint like in 2014, inventory,
pricing, and availability are not guaranteed.
Demand for gold and silver newly released
products from the U.S. Mint in recent
years have put dealers, investors and
collectors on high-alert and resulted in
overwhelming demand.

Avoid Silver Sellout - Secure Today  
We cannot guarantee inventory to satisfy
demand so ORDERS WILL BE PROCESSED
STRICTLY IN THE ORDER THEY ARE
RECEIVED. Place your order today to secure
this limited oBer of brand new 2015 Silver
American Eagles.  If your call is received
once our inventory is depleted, we will
attempt to secure additional inventory
but cannot guarantee this ad price or
inventory availability. 

OrDer DeliverY nOTiFicATiOn:
Coins shipped after they are distributed to
us from The U.S. Mint's representatives. We
expect to receive them by January 17,
2015. Shipment dates from the U.S. Mint
are not guaranteed.   Prices are subject to
change in response to market conditions.
Availability is not guaranteed. 

The U.S. Mint may stop producing or selling 2015 Silver Eagles
at any time just like the unprecedented recent 2014 Silver
Eagle suspensions!

Global economic uncertainty could send silver prices dramatically
higher at any time, power boosting demand for these coins and
limiting their availability to you.

2015 Silver American Eagles are not only a solid silver purchase,
but they are also a true heirloom piece of American history to be
enjoyed in your family’s estate for generations to come.

Holding the Silver Eagles in your family’s estate provides a
lifetime of security in hard currency treasures.

2015 Silver American Eagles can never be worth less than their
legal tender face value, or the price of silver, and are always
worth more to collectors.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Five Reasons To Order Now!

1.800.336.1630

IRA
ELIGIBLE

Vault Verification: FSSPTGS0215    •   Offer Expires: 02/28/15

Silver AmericAn eAgleS

Numismatic Literary Guild Award Winner
or Press Club of Southeast Texas Award Winner

3Award5Winning videos & resources 3Shopping & Special Offers
3Buying, Selling & Security tips and more

visit us online:

Check or Money Order

JUST releASeD 2015 gOlD & Silver AmericAn eAgleS

$350
Over Spot
Price* each

4 1/2%

ROLL OVER YOUR IRA OR 401K TO A GOLD IRA TODAY B   3 EASY STEPS 444 1. CREATE AN ACCOUNT                    2. TRANSFER FUNDS                    3. BUILD YOUR PORTFOLIO. 

O
PROUD SPONSOR:

Eddie Eagle
GunSafe® Program

Coins shipped after they are distributed to us from The U.S.
Mint's representatives. We expect to receive them by January
17, 2015. Shipment dates from the U.S. Mint are not guaranteed.

Please read important customer disclosures on our website or that accompany products purchased, including arbitration agreement.

IRA
ELIGIBLE

1. Historical Ronald
Reagan Legacy Photo
High Resolution Digital Copy

2. Award-Winning
Gold Guide

3. Award-Winning
Gold IRA Kit

Limit 1 per
household

Coin images are for
representation only & are not to scale

Plus Priority Shipping & Insurance
Limit 5 per household

Ask about availability of New
2015 Certified  Silver American Eagles

& limited inventory of
2014 Certified Silver American Eagles

*Spot Price - the daily quoted market price
of precious metals in bullion form.  Spot price
solely determined at time of transaction by
First Fidelity Reserve.

The Exclusive Precious Metals & Rare Coin
Expert of NRA Publications

Follow
Mike Fuljenz

No Dealers Please

2015 $50 Gold American Eagles • 1oz Gold

Over Spot Price*

or LESS
Spot Price x .045 (or less) + Spot Price = Cost per coin

Example: ($1200 x .045) + $1200 = $1254

Call for current pricing
Plus Express Shipping & Insurance

  Limit 10 per household • Availability not guaranteed

Accepted Gold Eagle Payments: Checks & Wired Funds Only

GREAT QUANTITY PRICING Call today for great quantity pricing, availability &
payment terms on these and other popular investment-grade gold and silver bullion coins.

The Exclusive Precious Metals & Rare Coin Expert of NRA Publications

Three GIFTS With Your Order

Guaranteed & Backed by the U.S. Government

Gem Brilliant Uncirculated Condition

IRA ELIGIBLE
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COMPETITOR’S CORNER

FIRST AND FOREMOST,  
I cannot start this letter without thanking the 
former Managing Editor, Chip Lohman, for the 
wonderful work done with Shooting Sports 
USA.  Chip has been completely devoted to 
the magazine, has made a tremendous effort in 
expanding readership, and has always been open 
to introducing and implementing novel ideas in 
order to improve the quality of SSUSA – and not 
to mention his endless support with me as I step 
into his old shoes. It’s a huge challenge to follow 
a dedicated person like Chip, but I feel extremely 
proud and excited to be taking over.

As the new Managing Editor of SSUSA, I will 
be attending as many matches as possible, and 
while covering each event I will aim to keep an 
emphasis on the grassroots culture of competi-
tive shooting.  I am taking this approach because 
the NRA is interested in hearing the opinions of  
all competitors whether they have been com-
peting for 30 years, or if they will be shooting  
at their very first match.  

SSUSA will continue to be the #1 source of information for competitive shooters.   
BUT, there is a catch … we need you!

SSUSA is constantly looking for competitive shooters with a passion for journalism, 
writing, and especially, photography and videography to help document events and  
competitions.  We have some interesting projects and ideas for 2015, but we need your 
help.  If you are interested, please do not hesitate to email shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org 
for more information!

Meanwhile, I hope you enjoy reading the amazing stories and articles from Shooting 
Sports USA just as much as I do.  Please encourage your friends and family to subscribe  
if they have not already.  

See you on the range. 

John Parker
Managing Editor, Shooting Sports USA
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WORKS ALL DAY AND IS 
STILL UP FOR OVERTIME.

The 2015 Foreman® Rubicon and
Rancher® 4x4 Automatic DCT with IRS

WRK

The 2015 Foreman® Rubicon and® Rubicon and®

Rancher® 4x4 Automatic DCT with IRS® 4x4 Automatic DCT with IRS®

Powersports.honda.com UTILITY ATVs ARE RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER. ATVs CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE, READ THE 
OWNER’S MANUAL, ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL ATV RIDERS SHOULD TAKE A TRAINING COURSE (FREE FOR NEW 
BUYERS. ASK YOUR DEALER OR CALL ASI AT 800-887-2887). NEVER RIDE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PAVED SURFACES, ON PUBLIC ROADS, WITH PASSENGERS, OR AT EXCESSIVE 
SPEEDS. NO STUNT RIDING. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN RIDING. Best on Earth,™ Foreman® and Rancher® are registered trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2014 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 

The newest members of our ATV family feature Independent Rear Suspension for complete trail comfort. 

Add that to our increased towing and hauling capacities, and available features like Automatic Dual-Clutch 

Transmission and our Electric Power Steering system, and you’ve got the perfect vehicle for a full day of 

work. Plus, whatever comes after. 
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IN THIS ISSUE  |  FEATURES

The first 60 years of the All-American 
Awards program is documented in  
the 336-page book NRA All-Americans:  
A Commemorative 1936 – 1998.

Photograph by Lloyd Hill

24
NRA-All American Program
Created in 1936, NRA’s All-American 
program recognizes the best-of-
the-best collegiate competitors. 
Beginning this year, Shooting 
Sports USA will report annually  
on each year’s inductees into  
the All-American program.

By NRA Staff

22
More Women Coaches
Minnesotan Sally Stevens has 
gone from beginner to Level II 
Shotgun Coach and sees a need 
for more women coaches to join 
her ranks. Rather than wait for the 
natural evolution of new shooter 
to competitor to coach, Stevens 
believes we can jump start the 
program in the same manner  
as she learned how to coach.

By Sally Stevens 

20
Book Review
Gabriela Franco is the subject of 
this month’s Bag Check column, as 
well as the review of her 2013 book 
on pistol shooting techniques. As 
an Olympic and USPSA competitor, 
a participant on History Channel’s 
TOP SHOT, and an active trainer, 
“Gabby” has a lot to share.

By Chip Lohman

ON THE COVER  A Publication of the  
National Rifle Association of America

Wayne R. LaPierre 
Executive Vice President

The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right to “keep and bear arms,”  
believes every law-abiding citizen is entitled to the ownership and legal use of firearms,  

and that every reputable gun owner should be an NRA member.

▲ NRA All-American, Lanny Bassham, 
 was a force to reckon with in colle- 
 giate rifle competitions in the  
 late 1960s. Bassham went  
 onto win the Gold Medal  
 for 3-Position Smallbore  
 at the 1976 Olympics.
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 SAVAGEARMS.COM

Features

• Compact rimfi re action with rear 

locking lugs and cock-on-close bolt

• Same thread-in barrel headspacing 

system used in Savage centerfi re rifl es

• Center-feed rotary magazine

• Light, crisp AccuTrigger™ is user-

adjustable without special tools

• Soft rubber butt pad

• Hidden action screws

B.MAG ROTARY MAGAZINE

flatoutfast

World’s fastest rimfire
With muzzle velocities of up to 3,000 feet per second, the 17 Win. Super Magnum is the fastest, fl attest-

shooting rimfi re cartridge ever. We built the B.MAG around the load to deliver that blistering speed with 

all the accuracy of a Savage.

THE SAVAGE

17 HMR
(20 gr.)

17 WIN. SUPER 
MAGNUM 

(20 gr.)
22 WMR
(30 gr.)

17 WIN. SUPER MAGNUM

17 HMR

22 WMR



IN THIS ISSUE  |  FEATURE + DEPARTMENTS

4 Competitors’ Corner
Your new Managing Editor – John Parker. 

10 Shooter’s News
Highlights from the world of competitive 
shooting sports. 

11 Bag Check
A mini-series by Barbara Baird,  
Women’s Outdoor News, on tips  
about what the pros take to the  
firing line in their range bag. 

16 Score Sheets
Local matches from coast to coast. 

36 A Page From History
Reprints from American Rifleman  
magazine on competitive shooting  
in the early years. 

44 Coming Events
Coming Events lists national matches and 
provides a download link to the monthly 
list of 11,000 local matches each year.

45 Member Information

PUBLICATIONS DIVISION
Executive Director: Doug Hamlin

Deputy Executive Director: Chip Lohman
Integrated Marketing Director: Marshall J. Flemion

Fiscal Operations Manager: Evelyn Q. Kessler
Sales & Fiscal Assistant; Rachel Carr

Executive Assistant: Terri A. Wolfe

Editorial Director: John Zent
Managing Editor: John Parker

Creative Director: Harry L. Jaecks
Art Director: Susan K. Kilday

Senior Graphic Designer: Jessica Kim
Photography Director: Lloyd Hill

Photographer: Peter Fountain 
Associate Photographer: Forrest MacCormack

WEB OPERATIONS
Manager: Michael Pedersen

Senior Web Developer: Tom Rickwalder
Senior Web Designer/Video Editor: Steve Dulco

PRODUCTION AND  
ADVERTISING SALES OPERATIONS 

Director: Michael J. Sanford 
Manager: Michelle Kuntz

Marketing Manager: James C. Handlon
Senior Production Coordinator: Debra Oliveri 

Production Coordinator: Andrea Myers
Senior Coord. Ad Services: Samantha Brown

Coord. Ad Services: Tiffany Ngu
 

EASTERN SALES MANAGER
Tony Morrison (860) 767-9801
Southeast Sales Executive

Stan Yates (850) 619-8148
Detroit Advertising Sales
Ken Glowacki (313) 779-8504

New York Advertising Sales
Mike Edison (201) 819-1510

Eastern Direct Sales Executive
Rachelle Trout (910) 262-0913

WESTERN SALES MANAGER
Courtney Olson (303) 955-2194

Western Sales Executive
James O’Neill (703) 267-1300
Midwest Sales Executive
Tim Hamill (703) 267-1300

Western Direct Sales Executive
Debbie O’Connell (805) 582-9856

Official NRA positions are expressed only in statements 
bylined by NRA officers or in articles identified as such.

Shooting Sports USA (ISSN 1069-6822) is published monthly 
by the National Rifle Association of America, 11250 Waples Mill 
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; (703) 267-1000.  Copyright 2015, 
the National Rifle Association of America. 

To update your e-mail address for the digital subscription, 
simply re-register at www.shootingsportsusa.com.

No advertised item is intended for sale in those states, or 
in those areas where local restrictions may limit or prohibit 
the purchase, carrying or use of certain items. Check local 
laws before purchasing. Mention of a product or service in 
advertisements or text does not necessarily mean that it has 
been tested or approved by the NRA.

All rights reserved except where expressly waived.

The editors are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts  
or photographs. 

WARNING: All technical data in this publication, especially for 
handloading, reflect the limited experience of individuals using 
specific tools, products, equipment and components under 
specific conditions and circumstances not necessarily reported 
in the article and over which the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) has no control. The data has not otherwise been tested 
or verified by the NRA. The NRA, its agents, officers and 
employees accept no responsibility for the results obtained 
by persons using such data and disclaim all liability for any 
consequential injuries or damages.
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The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right to “keep and bear arms,” believes every law-abiding citizen  
is entitled to the ownership and legal use of firearms, and that every reputable gun owner should be an NRA member.

A PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Treasurer: Wilson H. Phillips Jr.  
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Institute for Legislative Action: Christopher W. Cox 
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FOLLOW US AT:
twitter.com/ 

SSUSA_Magazine

28
U.S. International Shooting in the 1920s
Nordquist, a National Champion and All-American in his own right, 
chronicles the early years when the U.S. Rifle Team’s domination  
with the ’03 Springfield rifle waned, and then returned when we  
adopted the Martini marquee.

By Paul Nordquist

44

11

4

https://twitter.com/SSUSA_Magazine


                     HE THOUGHT 
I WOULDN’T BE PREPARED. 
    THE DOT ON HIS CHEST
        PROVED HIM WRONG.

He’s hoping you’re an easy 
target. Bad gamble. With your 

handgun and the training to 
back it up, a laser sight is the most 
common-sense path to 

protection in a time of 
crisis—no matter how dire. 
This is Condition Crimson. 
AND IN CONDITION 

CRIMSON™, WE STAND.

Being prepared means making Laser Sights 
standard equipment on your personal 

protection fi rearm. Contact Crimson Trace 
at 1-800-442-2406 or crimsontrace.com for 
your FREE catalog and training DVD.

www.crimsontrace.com
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2015  
NRA RULE 
CHANGES

Updated changes to the rule 
books are available at this link: 
http://compete.nra.org/official-
nra-rule-books.aspx

Rule changes are effective  
for 2015, as passed by the  
NRA Board of Directors in  
January 2015.

NRA ANNUAL 

The National Rifle Association 
Annual Meetings & Exhibits  
has been recognized by the  
Trade Show News Network 
(TSNN) as one of the fastest 
growing trade shows in the 
United States, by attendance, 
from 2011-2013. The 2015 NRA 
Annual Meetings & Exhibits  
will take place at the brand  
new Music City Center in  
Nashville, TN from April 10-12.  
To find out more information 
about exhibitors, speakers, 
seminars and special events at 
the 2015 NRA Annual Meeting  
go to www.nraam.org or follow 
us on Facebook. 

& EXHIBITS
MEETINGS

Lieutenant Colonel 
Arthur Charles Jackson 
USAFR (RET) passed 
away on January 6, 2015 
at the age of 96. 

The Olympic Bronze 
medalist and World 
Champion participated 
in three Summer  
Olympic Games (1948, 
1952, and 1956), three 
ISSF World Shooting 
Championships (1949, 
1952, and 1954) and 
two Pan American 
Games (1951 and 1954), 

in which he established several world records and won numerous 
Gold medals. Jackson was elected to the United States Interna-
tional Shooting Hall of Fame in 1999.

He was a transitional figure in U.S. International shooting.  
Jackson, the first U.S. 300 meter international competitor after 
World War II, was taught the kneeling position by Morris Fisher, 
the last U.S. 300 meter competitor before World War II.  As one 
of the three original rifle shooters to form the U.S. Air Force Rifle 
Team, he won the 1951 President’s Match.

He gifted the Henry Fulton Trophy, which is awarded to the  
high scorer in the Palma Team match, to the NRA in 1997. In a  
case of turnabout being fair play, Mrs. Gloria F. Huckaby, the 
youngest granddaughter of Henry Fulton (and the first person  
to win the Wimbledon Cup in 1875), donated the Arthur C. Jackson 
Trophy to the NRA.  Huckaby and the NRA decided it was to be 
awarded to the top shooter at the World Black Powder Long  
Range International Championships.

Jackson, a frequent contributor to The American Rifleman  
in the 1950s and 1960s, contributed his extensive, invaluable  
knowledge and expertise to the development of the modern  
rifle shooting sports.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ARTHUR  
CHARLES JACKSON USAFR (RET)

LEGENDS
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A
s a little girl, 
Amy Sowash 
dreamed of 
shooting in the 
Olympics,  

especially when she plinked 
pop cans with her dad. She 
didn’t start taking the journey 
seriously, though, until she  
began preparing to attend college. At that point, 
Sowash started shooting competitively with  
rifles, and the next year, she walked on to the  
University of Kentucky rifle team. She then made 
the U.S. National Team as a senior in college and  
after graduating, moved to the Olympic Training 
Center in Colorado Springs. Since then she has 
claimed national champion and world champion 
titles, along with the silver medal at the 2011 ISSF 
World Cup in Sydney.  In 2012, she stepped away 
from being a competitor to become an assistant 
coach at her alma mater in Kentucky, where the 
team finished second in the NCAA Championships.

Now, Sowash is back in the training regime, get-
ting ready for air rifle and 3x20 smallbore matches.

Sowash shoots an Anschutz 1913 aluminum  
stock for smallbore and an Anschutz 2003 air rifle.  
“I like the way both rifles perform and fit me. The 
company has a strict standard of excellence. Plus, 
they are really nice people! I shoot Eley for small-
bore ammunition and H&N pellets,” said Sowash.

She carries a Dakine small rolling duffel. “It’s the 
perfect size for my jacket and pants and I can fit 
everything I need in it. It is also extremely durable 
without being heavy. When trying to make weight 
for airlines, the weight of a bag can make all the dif-
ference. If a bag is durable enough to last two years 
at more than 100,000 miles of airline travel per year, 

I think it’s amazing,” she said. 
She packs the following items 

into her bag:

1. Sauer jacket, pants  
 and boots
2. Shooting stand
3. Ammo
4. Cleaning kit

5. Shooting gloves, one for standing and one  
for sling

6. Glue and duct tape (“For emergencies—  
because you never know what flying across 
the world will do to your gear!”)

7. Three sets of buttplates and cheekpieces
8. Extra screws
9. Allen wrenches, screw drivers, torque wrench
10. Three sets of sights, blinders, and extra front 

sight apertures
11. Kneeling roll and tape measure 
12. ISSF rules book
13. Shooting journal
14. Shooting sweater and visor
15. Handstop and sling
16. Gum

Sowash will compete in a selection match at  
Ft. Benning, GA, in March, the Korean World Cup  
in April and the USA World Cup in May. 

She advises new shooters to “… take your time  
and really develop a quality shot process so that 
following through is easy. Each step you do should 
make the next one easier until you seamlessly pull 
the trigger.”

WHAT'S IN YOUR SHOOTING BAG,  
AMY SOWASH?
By Barbara Baird,  www.womensoutdoornews.com

@amysowash   

http://www.usashooting.org/12-the-team/usashootingteam/nationalteam/nationalrifleteam/amysowash
https://twitter.com/amysowash
http://twitter.com/amysowash
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This section of Shooter’s News 
is where we list companies who 
display the Shooting Sports USA  
logo and link on their websites. 
Here, we return the favor. To  
join the FREE partners list, 
please contact us using the  
magazine’s e-mail address: 
shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org
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MONTHLY  
PHOTO
CAPTION 
CONTEST

Submit your humorous photo 
caption to shootingsportsusa@
nrahq.org no later than February 
10, 2015, in order to appear in the 
March issue. Each month we will 
share submissions with our judg-
es. The winning caption author will 
receive a complimentary smart 
phone WeatherFlow anemometer 
as reported here. •

FEBRUARY PHOTO
(Your Caption Here!)

JANUARY PHOTO
January winning caption  
submitted by John Hayes  
of Monroe, WI.  

“Whew, only one more  
cart like this and then  
I can start bringing up  
the stuff we forgot!”

http://competitions.nra.org
http://www.bergerbullets.com/links/
http://larrysguns.com/
http://blackhillsammo.wordpress.com/tag/shooting-sports-usa/
http://pronematch.com/category/other/
http://www.kriegerbarrels.com/
http://schnellermanufacturing.com/
http://leeprecision.net/support/index.php?/Knowledgebase/Article/View/651/0/industry-news
http://jga.anschuetz-sport.com/index.php5?produktID=267&menu=99&sprache=1&produktShow=detail
http://www.ammoman.com/2a-friends
http://www.shootvmr.com/
http://ammoseek.com
mailto:shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org
mailto:shootingsportsusa@nrahq.org
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/nra/ssusa_201406/index.php#/14


©2014 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.   120114RUGER.COM/LCR

W I T H  3 - I N C H  B A R R E L  A N D  A D J U S T A B L E  S I G H T

 LCRx ™ with 3-Inch Barrel
 38 SPL +P

The Ruger ® LCRx ™ with 3-inch barrel and adjustable sight is the newest addition to the award-winning 

LCR ® Family. Chambered in .38 Special +P, the 3-inch barrel,  adjustable rear sight and modest weight make 

this a great all-around revolver – perfect for backpacking, concealed carry, home defense or just plinking!

Comfortable 
Hogue®  Monogrip®  
with  Tamer ™ Insert

Replaceable Ramp  Front Sight 
with  White Bar and Fully  

Adjustable Rear Sight

External Hammer  for 
Single- Action Use

Patented  
Ruger ®  
Friction 
 Reducing 
Cam



Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference.

THE BEST THERE IS.

BROWNING.COM



*Not available in CA or MA

HAND CANNON!
THE SMALLEST, MOST POWERFUL, BEST BUILT 

PERSONAL PROTECTION YOU CAN CARRY!

MAdE IN 
TExAS BY 
TExANS!

Granbury, Texas • 817.573.4445
www.bondarms.com

20 interchangeable barrels & 25 different 
caliber combinations available!

THE ALL NEW
BACKUP
.45ACP

CALL FOR FREE 
BROCHURE!

3 inch

2.5 inch

4.25 inch

3.5 inch



SCORE SHEETS

16   FEBRUARY 2015  |  SHOOTINGSPORTSUSA.COM

CONNECTICUT OUTDOOR  
PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Rockville Fish and Game Club  
Vernon, CT 
September 20-21 
Submitted by Frank Savino 
31 competitors

Winner
Dave Lange

Glen Rock, NJ
2658-133X

1st HM
Paul Valintakonis

Enfield, CT
2617-117X

1st M
Shane Murphy
Torrington, CT

2598-120X

1st EX
Michael Bardoorian

New Haven, CT
2526-68X

1st SS
Dave Kyle

Madison, CT
2441-53X

1st MM
Garry DiLalla
Shelton, CT

2337-36X

Shooting conditions were favorable with  
the exception of a few showers on Sunday  
morning. Dave Lange of Glen Rock, NJ was the 
overall match winner. Lange fired an 893-52X  
in .22, an 883-36X in center fire, and 882-43X  
in .45 for a grand aggregate 2658-133X.

Paul Valintakonis’ score of 2617-117X  
earned him the Resident State Champion  
title. There were 16 competitors who fired  
the Distinguished Revolver Match, 15 of  
those were non-distinguished.  Frank Savino  
of Stratford, CT, took first place with a score  
of 267-3X.  Robert Doran and Sean Perry  
earned leg points firing scores of 266-5X  
and 263-6X respectively.  

Twenty-three competitors fired the EIC  
Leg Match, 18 of those shooters were non- 
distinguished.  Dave Lange posted a 293-14X to 
win the Gold medal.  Earning leg points were 
Sean Miele with a 269-4X and Shane Murphy 
who fired a 256-3X.

INDIANA STATE OUTDOOR  
PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIP  
Indiana State Rifle and Pistol Association 
Indianapolis, IN 
September 20-21 
Submitted by T. Petersen 
42 competitors

Winner
Mark Kreimer
Cincinnati, OH

2565-76X

2nd
Marvin Dilley
Hamilton, OH

2563-88X

3rd
Darrell Cox
Ashmore, IL

2563-69X

1st M
Marvin Dilley
Hamilton, OH

2563-88X

1st AAA
Darrell Cox
Ashmore, IL

2563-69X

1st AA
Chuck Bennett
Anderson, IN

2474-49X

1st A
Joseph Boling

Indianapolis, IN
2264-30X

1st Team

St. Joseph Valley 
Rifle and Pistol  

Assoc.
Bristol, IN

3343-84X

High 
Woman

Miriam Everest
Goshen, IN

2243-29X

High  
Junior

Patrick Gray
Anderson, IN

1702-6X

Indiana 
State 
Champion

Glenn Ornat
Wakarusa, IN

2555-70X
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STANDARD RIFLE—80 SHOTS

Winner
John Clark

Eagle River, AK
66

1st AAA
Mike Milhollin
Anchorage, AK

49

1st AA
Mark Ford

Eagle River, AK
43

1st AA
Randy Cler
Wasilla, AK

28

HUNTING RIFLE—80 SHOTS

Winner
Ron Fleischhacker

Eagle River, AK
61

1st AAA
Mike Milhollin
Anchorage, AK

40

1st AA
Mark Ford

Eagle River, AK
44

1st AA
Randy Cler
Wasilla, AK

38

NORTH DAKOTA BPCR  
SILHOUETTE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Bismark/Mandan Rifle and Pistol Assoc. 
Bismark, ND 
September 20-21 
Submitted by Ken Heier 
15 competitors

OKLAHOMA SMALLBORE OUT-
DOOR PRONE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Ponca City Rifle & Pistol Club 
Ponca City, OK 
October 4-5 
Submitted by James Barnett 
7 competitors  

The 12th Annual Black Powder Cartridge  
Silhouette Match took place at the very well 
appointed 1,000-yard Fried Family Marksmanship  
Center. Match conditions were very difficult on 
the first day of the two-day, 80-shot aggregate, 
with winds gusting from 35-40 mph.

ALASKA SILHOUETTE &  
HUNTING RIFLE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Birchwood Shooting Park 
Chugiak, AK 
October 4-5 
Submitted by Al Nyback 
8 competitors

Winner
Gregg Simon
Mobridge, SD

45/80

2nd
Don Wiechmunn

Wagner, SD
43/80

3rd
Dwayne Wiechmunn

Wagner, SD
43/80

1st AA
Ken Heier *
Bismark, SD

42/80

Winner
Gary Miller

Ardmore, OK
3190-196X

1st EX
Rick Primrose

Lone Grove, OK
3166-165X

1st MK
C. Warren Truver

Davis, OK
3120-115X

High 
Junior

Megan Hilbish
Emporia, KS

1588-94X

* State Champion

Overcast skies and snow greeted competitors at 
the Alaska State Smallbore Silhouette Champion-
ship.  Temperatures were at +36ºF with SW winds  
at 3 mph.  

John Clark prevailed in a shoot-off with Ron  
Fleischhacker to win the standard rifle category at 
the end of day one. Both men shot identical scores 
of 31/40 and 35/40, which lead to the shoot-off.  Lat-
er, Randy Cler won a shoot-off against Bob Benson.  
Cler claimed the class A standard rifle category.

Day two of the event, temperatures remained the 
same with more overcast skies and NE winds at 
7 mph.  Fleischhacker's two-day combined scores 
won him the overall championship. •
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cause. effect.
Go more. Stop less.Active Fuel MAnAgeMent rAises engine iQ.

We made the new Chevy Silverado stronger. 
But we also made it smarter with three fuel-
saving technologies.* We’ll start with Active Fuel 
Management. This feature automatically senses 
load and demand, then activates or deactivates 
cylinders accordingly. And because the valves’ 
switching mechanism is depressurized, you won’t 
notice the shift while driving.

Direct injection wAstes no tiMe (or Fuel).
What you will notice is the efficiency* (as in not wasting a 
drop of fuel), which brings us to the second technology: Direct 
Injection. This system delivers fuel to the engine at over 2,000 
psi for a more complete air and fuel mix. This creates a more 
precise fuel distribution for fast, efficient combustion. 
 

vAriAble vAlve tiMing reADs the roAD. 
Now for the street smarts. Literally. Driving on a 
city street vs. a highway requires different tactics. 
That’s where the third technology, Variable Valve 
Timing, comes into play. This automatic feature 
monitors and adjusts the air that the valves 
take in and out of the engine, giving you optimal 
power when you need it and more efficiency 
when you don’t. So whether you’re pulling 

  heavy equipment or pulling off the family trip,  
   EcoTec3 makes the most of every drop.

Inch by inch, from hood to hitch, everything about the new 
Chevy Silverado is designed to work harder for you. See 
for yourself at chevy.com/silverado and learn how over  
13 million miles of testing made us stronger.

the available 5.3l ecotec3:  
the Most fuel-efficient v8  

in a pickup.**

2014 noRth aMeRican tRuck of the YeaR
NEW CHEVY SILVERADO

* EPA-est. 18 city/24 hwy mpg (2WD), 17 city/22 hwy mpg (4WD) with the 4.3L V6 engine; 16 city/23 hwy mpg (2WD), 16 city/22 hwy mpg (4WD) with the available 
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you watch cable televi-
sion, you may recall 
seeing Gabby make it 
to the individual stage 
during Season 4 of the 

History Channel’s TOP SHOT series.  
If you follow the Olympics, you’ll  
also recognize the name. Gabriela 
“Gabby” Franco began her com- 
petitive career in 1996 and later  
represented her country as a mem-
ber of the Venezuelan Olympic  
Air and Sport Pistol Teams in the  
2000 Sydney Games. She has earned 
a dozen International titles, includ-
ing multi-year Venezuelan National 
Champion, and has walked away 
with three Gold medals she earned 
during the 2002 South American 
Games. She has since relocated  
to the United States where she 
extended her skill sets to include 
USPSA-style action shooting.

This last phase is what gives her 
book a unique perspective. As an 
Olympic shooter-turned-action- 
pistol-champion, she is one of the 
few who can apply precision bullseye 
skills while running and shooting 
with tactical reloads and a timer  
held near her ear. 

In 100, easy-to-read and profes-
sionally-illustrated pages (also avail-
able in Spanish), Franco succinctly 
reinforces the safety rules and basic 
techniques taught in the NRA Basic 
Pistol Class, but then continues the 
lessons in areas typically absorbed 
only after years of tactical competi-
tion. With a writing style that leaves 
the reader feeling like she is standing 
next to them, Franco goes into detail 
about topics such as natural point of 
aim whereby you aim your body at 
the target for better alignment during 

TROUBLE 
SHOOTING

 REVIEW BY CHIP LOHMAN

movement and rapid fire; adjust-
ment of your center-of-gravity; facing 
the next target by following your 
chin and eyes; the error of rolling 
the shoulders too high; and proper 
elbow alignment for recoil manage-
ment.  And while the book is direct 
and to-the-point, Franco doesn’t 
skimp on the critical skills. For in-
stance, seven pages are devoted to 
a properly balanced grip for better 
alignment, followed by dry-fire exer-
cises to effectively transfer the skills 
to the reader.

As an NRA training counselor with 
a few hundred classes behind me, 
my early impression of  TROUBLE-
SHOOTING was that I was about to 
read another basic textbook. But ev-
ery other page provides just enough 
“Gabby” to contribute a new and 
impactful point of view of competi-
tive shooting. It’s as if she is waiting 
for the student to exit their NRA 
Basic Course so she can greet them 
with her book to say: “Now let’s take 
what you've just learned and get you 
ready to compete!” 

One can spend a lot more than  
the book’s $20 price tag on travel, 
training, ammunition and entrance 
fees before discovering Gabby’s 
“gold nuggets” on his/her own. And, 
as the gift-that-keeps-on-giving, the 
book is organized such that you can 
pack it in your range bag for easy 
review, reference the numerous 
practice drills, and enter notes into 
the logbook section. This book will 
easily help new competitors skip 
over several years of trial-and-error, 
so buy one today in time for the 
2015 season. For more about Gabby 
Franco or to purchase her book, go 
to: www.GabbyFranco.com. •

IF 

“THE TRUTH IS, 
THE PROCESS OF 
A SHOT DOESN’T 
END UNTIL YOU 
RECOVER YOUR 
FRONT SIGHT  

AS IF YOU  
WERE GOING TO  
SHOOT AGAIN.”

BY GABBY FRANCO
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T
he youth shooting sports demographic 
has changed in a positive way over 
the last several years, moving from a 
predominantly male sport to a greater 
balance of male and female shooters. 

There continues to be, however, a significant lack of 
female shooting coaches across all shooting sports 
disciplines. This is totally logical, in my opinion, 
as the usual time progression for shooters moves 
from youth shooter to adult shooter and, possibly, 
adult coach. I believe there is an untapped resource 
out there to change this pattern, as waiting for our 
many young female shooters to become coaches 
and mentors does not need to be the only way to 
increase female shooting coaches. 

How do I know this? As a 42-year-old widow and 
mother of three youth shooters, I was asked by their 

WOMEN COACHES
BY SALLY STEVENS

(As published on www.Ammoland.com, December 2014.)

coach to try the sport, just for fun. I declined twice 
but, being a good Minnesotan, politely accepted on 
the third offer and shot two out of 25 clays on my 
first round of Trap. My score was bad, clearly, but a 
spark was ignited in me and I was hooked on both 
the sport and shooting competition! Within my first 
year I logged in over 10,000 targets in practice and 
competition, completed the NRA Level I Shotgun 
Coach class, and started helping the coach who first 
introduced me to the sport. 

Was I, initially, afraid to try and, more accurately, 
afraid to fail, especially in front of my children and 
everyone else at the club? Absolutely. Ultimately, 
though, it was the encouragement I received from 
coaches, parents, fellow shooters and, especially, 
the pride of my children and my love of the game 
that propelled me forward. 

WE NEED MORE

▶  Author Sally Stevens (r.) went from  
 trying trap for the fun of it, to a NRA  
 Level I Shotgun Coach. Love of the 
 game led her to a new passion.
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Now, as an NRA Certified Level II Shotgun Coach 
and a member of the National Shotgun Coach 
Development Staff, I train, mentor, and encourage 
women to take their own leap of faith to become 
shooters and coaches. I encourage you to reach out 
to mothers, sisters, aunts, female friends—these 
are just some of the many women in our shooters’ 
lives who have the potential to become influential, 
impactful coaches and mentors. 

In Minnesota I mentor several women coaches 
who, like me, had never shot a gun before adult-
hood but are now positively influencing hundreds 
of youth as successful coaches. Coaching doesn’t 
stop with our athletes; it extends to finding those 
who can impact positive change in our disciplines 
and coaching them towards success. 

Mothers of youth shooters are some of my favor-
ite people. Granted, that may be because I started 
out as a mother of youth shooters before becom-
ing a shooter myself and, ultimately, a coach. But 
mostly it’s because there is something very power-
ful about a woman committed to a shooting pro-
gram. Many of my hardest workers, organized and 
dedicated volunteers, and most passionate coaches 
are women. Several did not start out this way and, 
in fact, did not want their children participating in 
shooting sports at all! 

A few tips, choice words, and education usually 
help even the most cautious, protective parent to 
view shooting sports in a more constructive light.

As a coach I am particularly tuned into all attend-
ees on registration day, with youth shooters usually 
very excited and parents in tow. In my experience, I 
find that parents with reservations, usually mothers, 
wait until the paperwork is done before asking ques-
tions regarding safety, procedure, or expectations. 
This is a crucial time and one not to be brushed off. 
The question you are really being asked is, “Will my 
child be safe?” Know that it is not enough to simply 
tell a parent that yes, everything will be fine—it is 
your responsibility as coach to prove safety is first 
and foremost in your program.

Part of the requirement for all our shooters, from 
new shooters to our national competition squads,  
is to attend our 30-minute safety class annually.  

No exceptions. We also require parents new to our 
program to attend, followed by a new shooter ori-
entation, which is another 30-45 minute class outlin-
ing expectations, responsibilities and the basics of 
our sport. During this time I see the biggest change 
in parent attitude as, most often, fear is predicated 
by a lack of information. 

We follow this with a question and answer ses-
sion, and end with a request for adult volunteers! 
I am always struck by the number of women who 
previously expressed concerns but, after attending 
the safety and procedure classes, they become our 
biggest support system. In fact, many of our shoot-
ers’ mothers/aunts/friends have asked for instruc-
tion. Some have even started their own league at 
our club!

Education and participation through volunteer-
ing is the key to helping cautious parents become 
comfortable with all disciplines of shooting sports. 
If a parent expresses concern, rather than being 
dismissive or flippant, invite them in to be a part of 
the program. You will be surprised how inclusion 
can improve and grow your program, change the 
dynamics of your club and, ultimately, solidify the 
future of shooting sports.

My challenge to you is to encourage women to 
step forward, ask them to become coaches, and 
have our coaching teams reflect the same, changing 
demographic of our shooters and everyday life.  
It’s a good thing. •
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his inaugural article introduc-
es a new, annual feature in 
Shooting Sports USA where 
NRA Staff will announce the 
year’s All-American nomina-
tions each spring.

Created in 1936, the  
All-American award honors 
collegiate shooters in the 
rifle, pistol, and shotgun dis-
ciplines. Award recipients are 
selected by NRA’s Collegiate 
Programs Committee, one of 
39 policy-making committees 
of the Association. The selec-
tion committee is comprised 
of individuals well known 
in the competitive shooting 
community. Some commit-
tee members are former 
All-Americans, have served 
as coaches of All-Americans, 
or both. 

The program is commit- 
ted to recognizing and 
honoring collegians that 
have performed remark-
able shooting feats during 
a shooting season while 
demonstrating exceptional 
leadership and character. To 
be named an All-American 
is the pinnacle of athletic 
achievement. Consistent  
and exemplary perfor- 
mance is a hallmark and 
perhaps the most evident 
characteristic of this award. 
All-Americans also embody 
intangible attributes such 
as integrity, respect, and 

BY NRA STAFF
PHOTOS FROM THE BOOK: NRA ALL-AMERICANS

THE
ALL-AMERICAN

PROGRAM

•

T
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responsibility. Therefore, these 
highly motivated men and  
women distinguish themselves 
on another level. Whether  
NRA All-Americans continue 
outstanding marksman careers 
or pursue other fields such as 
medicine, architecture, educa-
tion, law, military or even  
space exploration, they accom-
plish notable successes in  
their profession.

The All-American award has 
become an attainable, although 
elusive, goal for all three disci-
plines of college shooting sports. 
The experiences and knowledge 
gained in pursuing and achiev-
ing the prestigious honor remain 
with the NRA All-American 
throughout his or her shooting 
and professional career. 

Can you identify these NRA All-Americans?  
See the listing at the end of this article.

The selection criteria for Rifle and Pistol All-American status has 
evolved from performance in specific matches and personal knowl-
edge of the shooter, to more objective guidelines including: full time 
undergraduate or graduate status with or without team affiliation, 
average score for the season, minimum number of shots fired, number 
of matches fired, specific matches required, recommendations from 
coaches and other school officials.

NRA All-American Shotgun honors are awarded to the top ten  
High Overall National Champions at the Association of College 
Unions International (ACUI) Intercollegiate Clay Target Championships 
Typically, places 1 through 5 are awarded First Team NRA All-American 
Shotgun awards, and places 6 through 10 are awarded Second  Team 
NRA All-American Shotgun awards. No preliminary paperwork is 
necessary to become a Collegiate Shotgun All-American. 

Since the start of the NRA’s college honors program, All-Americans 
have contributed significantly to international shooting. For example, 
Robert Sandager, a 1936 NRA All-American from the University of  
Minnesota, went on to be named to the U.S. Shooting Team for the 

① ② ③ ④
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36th World Championships. Since that 
first year, the extensive list of NRA All-
Americans competing at the international 
level reads like a Who’s Who of shooters.

The NRA All-American Program stands 
out because of its commitment to rec-
ognize and honor collegians that have 
performed remarkable shooting feats 
through a shooting season. This empha-
sis on continuous exceptional perfor-
mance has been a major strength of the 
program. Acknowledging the outstand-
ing achievements of collegiate shooters 
remains paramount to the All-American 
Program’s history. The integrity of the 
All-American Program has remained 
intact because its foundation was built on 
respect for every college shooter willing 
to reach beyond the status quo and chal-
lenge himself/herself not only to meet, 
but to exceed the standards required of 
an All-American. To be an NRA All-Amer-
ican is to always accept the challenge 
of performing at optimal levels while 
demonstrating exceptional leadership 
and character.

NRA All-Americans: A Commemorative 1936-1998 chronicles 
the first 60 years of the NRA All-American Program. Since 
1936, the top Collegiate Rifle, Pistol & Shotgun shooters  
have been annually selected as an “NRA All-American Team."  
If you were selected as part of this team during this period,  
or are interested in the NRA Collegiate Shooting Program,  
this book is for you. The cost of the commemorative  
book is only $25.00.  You may order your copy from the  
NRA Program Materials Center. •

①  Lones Wigger  
(Montana State College)

②  Ernest Vande Zande  
(Murray State University)

③  Lanny Bassham  
(University of Texas at Arlington)

④  Margaret Murdock  
(Kansas State University)

⑤  H.Q. Moody  
(San Francisco State College), 
NRA National Rifle Manager

⑥  Paul E. R. Nordquist, 
(George Washington University), 
NRA Historian

⑦  Launi Meili  
(Eastern Washington University)

⑤ ⑥ ⑦

DEFINITIVE NRA  
ALL-AMERICANS

http://materials.nrahq.org/go/product.aspx?productid=CC%2019505
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T
his was the first American decade in  
international rifle shooting. The 1920s 
were the decade of Prohibition, but it was 
also the decade that the United States  
became a major player in international 

THE

▶ The 1920 U.S. Olympic 
 Rifle Team in Antwerp, 
 Belgium. The total  
 number of competi- 
 tors was 288 com- 
 petitors: 274 men  
 and 14 women. 

ROARING
TWENTIESU.S. INTERNATIONAL SHOOTING IN THE 1920S. 

BY PAUL NORDQUIST

300 meter competition. Our teams were always  
in contention for honors in the annual World  
Championship matches, which today are held  
every four years. The 300 meter competition is a 
“3 x 40” match: 40 shots each, prone, kneeling and 



 SHOOTINGSPORTSUSA.COM  |  FEBRUARY 2015   29 

standing on the 300 meter target where the 10-ring 
is 3.93 inches and the 1-ring is 39.37 inches in diam-
eter. In the 1920s, teams had five firing members.

For most of those years we managed to dominate 
300 meter competition using rifles based on the 
Model 1903 Springfield chambered for the .30-’06.  
We had two decades of experience with the Spring-
field in domestic across-the-course and long range 
high power competition. We knew it well. The great 
American marksman, Morris Fisher, had used an 
unmodified (though selected) Springfield to win the 
3 x 40 match in the 1920 Olympic Games, although 

the European shooters favored rifles based on the 
Martini single shot action (for its fast lock time) 
stocked in a manner reminiscent of the American 
Schüetzen rifle. There were a few Martinis in the 
USA but they were uncommon. 

The Springfield had some shortcomings: The trig-
ger did not permit pull weights in the desired ounce 
range and it had a lengthy lock time. Team mem-
bers and officials worked on these two problems 
throughout the 1920s. The trigger problem was ad-
dressed by a succession of replacement set triggers: 
initially a German model and later by American 
units made by Frank Rimkunas and G. A. Woody.

 The lock time is the time interval between trigger 
actuation and striker impact on the primer. Stuart 
Otteson, in The Bolt Action, notes that “It is primar-
ily a function of the length of firing pin travel, the 
power of the mainspring and the weight the  
mainspring must accelerate.” In the time it takes  
the firing pin of the long lock time rifle to reach  
the primer, the bullet fired with the short lock time 

will be out of the barrel and on its way to the  
target. Otteson reports that the Springfield of the  
1920s had a lock time of 6.5 milliseconds (ms).  
Most modern bolt action rifles have lock times  
in the 2-4 ms range. 

An earlier article (SSUSA, May 2013) told how  
our 1921 300 meter team not only won the world 
team championship but, by introducing aperture 
sights and the rifle sling (in prone and kneeling) 
changed international rifle shooting forever. The 
team’s rifles were heavy-barreled Springfields  
with the heads of the cocking pieces ground off  

and bolts with “a selected firing pin and spring.”  
No lock time figures are cited in the article  
but the improvement, if not dramatic, was  
probably helpful. 

The U.S. team did not rest on its 1921 laurels  
for the 1922 World Championship. Springfield 
Armory and the Marine Corps Depot in Philadelphia 
developed the rifles for the 1922 team. Quality  
barrels were carefully bedded in stocks having  
extra wood for individual fitting. An adjustable,  
removable hook buttplate and an adjustable  
cork ball palm rest completed the package. And,  
“An American refinement never before placed  
on a match rifle” was added: a fore-end sling  
swivel adjustable over three inches in quarter  
inch increments. Lyman 48 rear sights were com-
bined with aperture front sights with a selection  
of inserts. 

To reduce lock time, the cocking piece knob  
was removed and the firing pin lightened by  
milling grooves in it lengthwise; a stronger firing  

▲ Walter Stoke’s 1922 300 meter Free Rifle. 
 Typical of the U.S. state-of-the-art for the day: 
 Springfield action, .30-’06, and whatever  
 add-ons were preferred by the shooter.

http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/nra/ssusa_201305/index.php#/16


The 1924 U.S. team was determined to  
show the world that our “win” in 1923 reflected  
our true shooting ability. After try-outs at the  
Quantico, VA, Marine Corps Base, the team  
arrived in Rheims, France in early June. There  
were 12 other nations competing with a full  
day devoted to each position. After the standing 
day, the U.S. led the Swiss by five points and  
in kneeling we picked up two more. Prone made  
the big difference: We defeated the Swiss by  
93 points, giving us a team total of 5284 (x 6000)— 
a full 100 points ahead of our Swiss rivals. No  
doubt about it; our performance the year before  
was no fluke. Morris Fisher won the 3 x 40 individ-
ual championship (with a 1075) and Walter Stokes 
shot 383 for the prone championship. We used 
Springfield rifles with Pope barrels, though  
Stokes used a Remington barrel.

 The Swiss, needless to say, were not amused, 
and resolved to do better in 1925 when the  

World Championship matches would be held on 
their home turf, in St. Gallen, Switzerland.

The USA went into the 1925 matches “one down.” 
Several of our most experienced shooters were  
unable to make the trip and, because of the late  
decision to send a team, open try-outs were not 
used for team selection. Instead, those judged to be 
of “team timber” were invited to Quantico where 
final team selection occurred.

The Swiss had problems, too. They had reportedly 
obtained a Springfield match rifle and a quantity  
of our ammunition. Testing revealed that their 
equipment was less accurate than ours. The fast  

pin spring also helped. In Milan, Italy, they took on 
the world, repeating their team victory of the pre-
vious year---though this time by only a 12 point mar-
gin of 5132 to 5120 over the Swiss. Walter Stokes 
repeated his 1921 win in the 3 x 40 aggregate with a 
1067 and took home the kneeling championship as 
well with a 356. From the available pictures, Walter 
Stokes used a Springfield of his own design featur-
ing a bronze hook buttplate.

The 1923 world championship was scheduled  
for Camp Perry but only the U.S. team showed up. 
The official excuse was that the currency exchange 
rate was so unfavorable that the Europeans couldn’t 
afford the trip. Prohibition was also a problem:  
The American Rifleman (10/1/1923) announced 
“When Continental Europe, on the plea that the 
dollar was too big and the country too dry, refused 
to send teams to participate in the International 
Matches of 1923, the United States determined  
to defend its claims to the Individual and Team 

Championships of the world, won at Lyon and  
Milan, whether or not any other contenders  
appeared.” Morris Fisher trained hard and raised 
the 3 x 40 record twelve points to 1090 and our five 
shooters raised the team record a whopping  
129 points to 5301. Our team, in addition to Fisher, 
included Walter Stokes, Lawrence Nusslein, J. K. 
Boles and Carl Osburn; all international veterans.

Most of the 1923 team used Springfields as they 
had earlier but Carl Osburn used two rifles: for 
prone, a Springfield stocked by Marine E.J. Blade 
(who won that year’s Wimbledon Cup) and a  
Martini for kneeling and standing. 
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▲ The Martini meter free rifle in .30-’06 had a fast lock 
 time. With these rifles the U.S. regained the world 
 championship title at 300 meters in 1930.
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lock time of the Martini was not a 
cure-all. Swiss precision was called 
upon and soon their team’s rifles 
were equipped with improved 
barrels and ammunition. The new 
combinations were found to be as 
accurate as ours, and it worked.  
The Swiss won the 3 x 40 team 
championship by 131 points, post-
ing a new record score of 5386. The 
Swiss won all four individual cham-
pionships three with new record 
scores. The low man on the Swiss team equaled the 
score of our second highest shooter.

There were no matches in 1926 but the U.S. team 
that went to the 1927 World Championships prob-
ably had the finest Springfield match rifles ever 
assembled. John Garand (designer of the M1 rifle) 
had developed an innovative modification of the 
Springfield firing mechanism that gave a mea-
sured lock time of 2.2 ms, said to be faster than the 
Martini, and G. A. Woody had produced a set trigger 
(of a four lever design) better than any alternative. 
Nonetheless, both the Swiss and the Swedes out 
shot us, relegating us to third place. Our only bright 
spot was that Bill Bruce of Cheyenne, WY, won 
the prone championship with a record 389 score. 
Clearly, something had to be done and we did it.  
We got Martinis. 

Julian Hatcher waxed rhapsodic in the June,  
1928, Rifleman: “These [Martini] rifles seem to  
just naturally fall into place in the standing pos- 
ition . . . In fact, the gun seems to point and hold 
itself.” We installed our own .30-’06 barrels on  
otherwise complete Martini platforms. Each rifle 
came with two buttplates; one for prone and one  
for kneeling and standing.

For all that, in the 1928 World Championships in 
Loosduinen, The Netherlands, we again finished 
third behind the same two as the year before:  
Switzerland (with a new record score) and Sweden. 
We beat the Swiss prone but trailed them by  
59 points standing. In 1929, we improved our place-
ment to a more respectable second place, but found 
ourselves outgunned by two Swiss: Hartmann and 

Zimmermann, who both shot  
record scores of 1114. American 
Harry Renshaw was third with a 
1091. The Swiss pair outshot our  
top two (Renshaw and Russell  
Seitzinger) by 47 points and the 
Swiss beat us by 45. The Swedes, 
on their home range in Stockholm, 
could do no better than third.

The third time with the Martinis 
was the charm. Our 1930s team, 
comprising J. B. Sharp, Morris 

Fisher, Bill Bruce, Harry Renshaw, Frank Parsons, 
Emmet Swanson, Russell Seitzinger, J. K. Boles 
(captain), J. S. Hatcher (adjutant), and S. R. Hinds 
(coach) turned in superb try-out scores, and neither 
bad weather nor very odd range construction in  
Antwerp, Belgium, could deter us from a victory 
over the Swiss. Our score of 5441, while one point 
short of the Swiss world record, was 34 points 
ahead of our rivals. We won standing and prone, 
leaving only a kneeling victory to provide the Swiss 
with some consolation. Harry Renshaw was high on 
the U.S. team with an even 1100, good for second 
place overall and a record American score—one  
that would not be exceeded by a U.S. shooter for  
22 years. 

We celebrated our World Championship win that 
year by withdrawing from international free rifle 
competition. The NRA had been considering the 
move for years but had not wanted to leave the field 
as long as we were losing. Now, though, we were 
on top again and could retire without looking like 
losers running from a fight. 

The scant popularity of the free rifle game in the 
U.S. was cited as a reason for dropping out, along 
with the difficulty of getting adequate equipment 
and the rising popularity of the smallbore game.  
We would concentrate on the latter, thus starting the 
cycle of Pershing/Roberts international teams that 
lasts to this day.

So ended the first American decade in interna-
tional shooting. There would be more and greater  
to come, but over two decades would pass before  
it happened. •

▲ The 1930 U.S. 300 meter  
 team. Kneeling (l. to r.) Russel 
 Seitzinger, Harry Renshaw 
 and William Bruce. Sitting: 
 Morris Fisher, J.K. Boles and 
 S.R. Hinds. Standing: Joe 
 Sharp, Frank Parsons and  
 Emmet Swanson.
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*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verifi cation prior to shipment. Shipping and 
handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax.

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Daytime Telephone No. ( ________ ) ________________________________

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive  ★  Ashland, Virginia 23005
www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

©AHL, Inc.

Display Case Available: 
An optional, luxuriously lined, custom-built, 

wooden display case is available for purchase. 

■ The left side of the slide features banners reading, “None Could Have Done It Better,” and “Brothers Forever,” set among familiar 
scenes of warriors serving in Vietnam against a forest of bamboo. Bamboo is common in Vietnam and was included as a symbol of 
Vietnam on the Vietnam Service Medal which was awarded to those who served. 

■ The center image features a group of warriors standing together. The man on the far left is carrying a portable radio and the soldier in 
the center carries a M60 machine gun slung over his shoulder. It didn’t matter the assignment, from patrols through the remote jungle, or a 
tight-knit company defending a small fi rebase, you can sense the deep personal connection between the men. The image to the right features 
a fellow soldier attending an injured warrior. In tough situations, friendship, loyalty, and words of encouragement could keep hope alive. 

■ The right side features two soldiers aiding a wounded comrade while another covers their backs with his 
M-16. The image captures the strength of a unit working as one. In the heat of battle men depend on each other. 
It’s a special trust that only veterans can fully understand. Also featured are banners honoring those who served 
in Vietnam. When the nation called, they answered.

■ Each side features banners that read, “Lest We Forget,” along with powerful icons familiar to any 
Vietnam Veteran. One features a set of dog tags, the gleaming metal identifi cation tags of those who 
serve in America’s military, and a pair of empty combat boots.

 When duty called, they answered. Some were drafted, 
others enlisted. It didn’t matter where they came from 
or how they got there, none of them could imagine what 
waited for them on the other side of the world. More than 
two million Americans served in the Vietnam War and the 
experience changed them forever. 
 Together, they fought against a relentless enemy in an 
unforgiving country. Some were wounded, some became 
prisoners of war, and others paid the ultimate price. 
In Vietnam, boys became men, men became warriors, 
and warriors became brothers. They built a bond of 
brotherhood that will never be broken. 
 Today when Vietnam Veterans gather at reunions, they 
share a bond that most of us will never know. Feelings. 
Stories. Secrets. Special moments. The true meaning of 
survival. And even though the war is part of history, they 
know what it’s like to trust their life to the man beside them 
and be willing to lay theirs on the line for their brothers.  

Proudly Remembering a Generation of Heroes
 Today, we honor the members of this exclusive 
American brotherhood that stood together in service to 
America. America Remembers is proud to introduce the 
Brothers Forever™ Vietnam Tribute Pistol. Issued 
exclusively by America Remembers, this historic Tribute 
is a working Colt® Government Model® honoring the 
brotherhood of warriors among America’s Armed Forces 
in Vietnam. Craftsmen commissioned specifi cally for 
this project by America Remembers decorate each pistol 
in sparkling 24-karat gold artwork on the elegant, nickel-
embellished slide. Issued in a limited edition of 1,000 
Tributes, this presentation fi rearm captures the loyalty, 
courage, and camaraderie of all the proud Americans who 
fought in Vietnam.

The Colt .45 – A Trusted Military Sidearm 
 In the battlegrounds of Vietnam, protecting each other was 
a serious responsibility that demanded reliable fi rearms, and 
in addition to their service rifl es, many of the men relied on 
their sidearms for added protection. There was no better pistol 
for the job than the trusted Colt .45 military service pistol. 
 With the Colt .45, Vietnam Veterans share a 
connection with generations of American fi ghting men 
who came before them. With its fl at slide and virtually 
indestructible design, the Colt .45 proved itself virtually 
unstoppable in Vietnam, even under the toughest battlefi eld 
conditions. The Colt .45 was born for combat. As tough 
as the swamps, jungles, and rice paddies were in Vietnam, 
this pistol proved itself even tougher. To this day, it 
occupies a position of respect unparalleled in the world of 
military fi rearms.  

Honor Vietnam Veterans with this Exclusive Offer
 Only 1,000 of the Brothers Forever™ Vietnam 
Tribute Pistols will ever be produced.  To 
be sure of acquiring the Tribute before 
the edition is fully subscribed, please 
place your reservation promptly. We will 
arrange delivery of your Tribute through 

the licensed 
fi rearms dealer 
of your choice. If 
for any reason you 
are not completely 
satisfi ed with your 
Tribute, you may 
return it in original, 
unfi red condition within 
30 days for a complete refund.  
 Whether you are a veteran who answered the call to duty 
in Vietnam, or you wish to honor your father, husband, brother, 
friend, or other family member, the Brothers Forever Vietnam 
Tribute Pistol is sure to become a cherished addition to your 
collection. Order your Brothers Forever Vietnam Tribute today and 
secure one of these fi tting Tributes to those who heroically served 
our nation in Vietnam.  
 Few generations have faced a more daunting challenge than those who 
fought in Southeast Asia. When the nation called, they answered. They 
didn’t hesitate to put their lives on the line and give everything in defense of 
freedom. As a nation, we owe them a tremendous amount of appreciation. 

■ The Tribute features a set of stunning faux ivory grips decorated with a logo 
honoring the service of Vietnam Veterans. The grip features a trio of warrior silhouettes 
over an outline of Vietnam, encircled by the slogan, “Vietnam War: Ours Was a Noble 
Cause.” All three fi gures represent the unbreakable bond between men in uniform. 





2015 MIDWAYUSA &  
NRA BIANCHI CUP
Columbia, MO
May 20-23, 2015

The MidwayUSA & NRA Bianchi Cup is  
the most prestigious handgun tournament  
in the world. Online registration is available  
now at http://bianchicup.nra.org/. Competitors 
from all over come to Columbia, MO, to  
compete in this annual event. If you are 
interested in attending or competing, please  
call (877) 672-6282 ext. 5; bianchicup@nrahq.org; 
or write to: NRA Competitive Shooting Division, 
Attn: NRA Bianchi Cup, 11250 Waples Mill Rd., 
Fairfax, VA 22030. Please include your full  
mailing address.  Be sure to check us out on  
YouTube and Twitter for the latest Bianchi Cup 
news and updates.  

COMING EVENTS
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▼

TOURNAMENTS 
To be listed, NRA must sanction matches by the 15th of the month, two months prior to the  

month of the magazine issue. If you are interested in entering a tournament, contact the individual 
listed. For any cancellations or changes to this listing, please contact Shelly Kramer: (703) 267-1459; 
mkramer@nrahq.org, NRA Competitive Shooting Division.

NRA SANCTIONED 

2015 NATIONAL  
RIFLE & PISTOL  
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Camp Perry, OH 

Jul. 7-12    Pistol Matches

Jul. 16-22           CMP High Power Rifle and  
    Games Events

Jul. 23-28           NRA High Power Rifle and  
    Mid-Range Championship

Jul. 29–Aug. 2     NRA Long-Range High Power 
    Rifle Championship

Aug. 3-7              NRA Fullbore Championship

Aug. 7-14    World Target Rifle  
    Palma Championship

Online Registration for the National Champion-
ships will be available in March 2015.  

http://bianchicup.nra.org/
mailto:bianchicup@nrahq.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/nrabianchicup
https://www.youtube.com/user/nrabianchicup
https://twitter.com/nrabianchicup


NRA MEMBER INFORMATION & BENEFITS

NATIONAL SMALLBORE  
RIFLE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Bristol, IN
July 10-22, 2015

Jul. 10-11 Metric 3-Position Championship
Jul. 12-13 Conventional 3-Position Championship
Jul. 15-18 Conventional Prone Championship
Jul. 21-22 Metric Prone Championship

NOTE:  ALL competitors must have a classification card or  
classification from a recognized NGB.

The Championship Program will be available March 2, 2015  
with online registration starting April 1, 2015, more information 
will follow.  To request a written entry form and/or program  
pleaseemail hmoody@nrahq.org or lwenzell@nrahq.org  
with your request, or submit a written request to Lois  Wenzell,  
11250  Waples Mill Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030.  Entries will be taken  
up to 200 competitors per championship.

2015 NATIONAL SILHOUETTE  
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Mar. 20-22 Air Rifle Baton Rouge, LA
Jun. 29-Jul. 2  Cowboy Rifle Raton, NM
Jul. 6-7 Black Powder Cartridge Rifle Raton, NM
 Scope
Jul. 9-10 Black Powder Cartridge Rifle Raton, NM
Aug. 2-4 Smallbore Rifle Ridgway, PA
Aug. 6-8 High Power Rifle Ridgway, PA
Sep. 21-26 Black Powder Target Rifle Raton, NM

Program and entry cards will be available April 1, 2015.   
Write now for yours and be sure to specify the Championship(s) 
you wish to attend.  Write or call:  NRA Silhouette Dept.,  
11250 Waples Mill Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030; (703) 267-1474 or  
silhouette@nrahq.org. •

Download the entire Coming Events list 
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MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000
NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

MEMBER PROGRAMS
Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609
(800) 654-2200
AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100
(800) 225-7094
NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs
(877) 672-3006
NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan
(888) 436-3700
NRA Endorsed Check Program
(888) 331-6767
NRA VISA Card
(866) NRA-VISA
NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services
(800) 593-2526
NRA Endorsed Moving Program
North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Grassroots/Legislative Hotline
(800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT
(877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521

EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM
(800) 231-0752

FRIENDS OF NRA
(703) 267-1342

WOMEN ON TARGET
(800) 861-1166

REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM
(800) 861-1166

INSTRUCTOR/COACH
(703) 267-1500

COMPETITIVE SHOOTING
(703) 267-1468

FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES
(877) 672-7264

GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS
(703) 267-1601

NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS
(800) NRA-CLUB

HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500

LAW ENFORCEMENT
(703) 267-2640

NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM
(703) 267-1600

EDUCATION & TRAINING
(703) 267-1500

MEDIA RELATIONS      
(703) 267-1595

YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  

PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

mailto:hmoody@nrahq.org
mailto:lwenzell@nrahq.org
http://www.nrapublications.org/wp-content/ComingEvents/CE_Download.pdf
http://www.nrapublications.org/wp-content/ComingEvents/CE_Download.pdf
http://www.nrapublications.org/wp-content/ComingEvents/CE_Download.pdf


#EXPERIENCE #MANDP AT SMITH-WESSON.COM/MPPISTOLS

M&P® 15 SPORTTM.  AN EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE TO FEEL TO BELIEVE.
FEEL PERFORMANCE BACKED BY OUR LEADERSHIP IN MODERN SPORTING RIFLES. PLUS 
A LIFETIME SERVICE POLICY THAT LETS YOU SET YOUR SIGHTS ON JUST ONE THING – 
MORE ADRENALINE. 

M&P®15 SPORTTM
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